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later 14706 thee pitfalls of conventiomal fooad
cuntrol structures hid been demonsirated
Concrete channchs, when Lhey " worked”
b mevimg water quickly, increased that
water's erasive force, desiroyed marine
life by depnsiting too much sediment at
for mer creek mouths, and actually desta
bilized streambanks because they made
them tmpossible places for streamside
plants that rmake thick mats of roots, Mol
only that, bt they didn't even work froma
purely mechanical point of view: since the
g volumses of water necessary wo keep
sediment suspended corme only vecasion
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costly and unanticipated wsunlenance )b
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Amp Riley #nd Luna Leopeid

ctits, wildlihe habyitat vahes, and that mys-
Terions spirit comnion W hang waterways.
Eager to dernonstrare thar restored creeks
contd deliver better flood control, she bead-
e off 10 Sacramento, where the intellec-
tual experimention tat characterised Jer
r Hrown's governorshup had percolated
down even to the Department of Water Re-
sonrces, Biley was able o work towasd the
creation of ¢ statewide creek mestoration
program. She kept her home in Berkeley,
theangh, and comemited, she was here when
Luna Leopeld was called by Richmond
residents o cormult on the matter of Wild
vitl Creek Leopokd asked Riley 1o meer with
the cormumurity, and lhw 11 tur askied her
fowiark with them. As Lillie Mae Jones ris
Cablls of thar period, “Ridey and Tused o walk
e creek znd see what could be dorme "
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of Supervisars set up o= another design
tram. this tizne with represencatives from
all mdes. Thetr gnal was ol to make 3 fe
Cizsan by majerity vote but by consersus.
The engireers from the Army had
o find Cormon grenesd with Phil Wilksms,
the community coalition's hydrologise,
Cantra Cowta County Flood Contral [is
trat had b agree with the California The
Pt uf Fish and Game. The East Bay
Begional Park [istrct was invedved, aad
the Coastal Coservany, and rhe loeat As
sernbily. Senate, and cangressional offices,
45 mell as the Richmond Meighhorhoods
Coordmating Cearel. Ann Riley and [iflie
Mae Jares atended grieling meetings
that were sometimes schevuled as often s
every wesh ard averaged Swenty repre
seEntaEtives will very ditferent viewpaoints,

Butt 1o LiTliee Mae hores and uther Morth
Richrnend residents, alveady eeterars of
decades of started flocd rontrol plannng,
the meetings, no matter bow contentious.
were weliome; finally the planners were
inchiding the perople who would have 1o
liwr withi Lhe resilts.

s Jones semembers, the Ary Corps
sracually changed ils putlook “because
T bt ugran them. We were prepared
o gn to the Presadent—we didn'l care,
They didn't ve here so they didn® kexme ™
Thamph the s was hellish, consemus
ﬁinl‘liilg eventually accomplished what
thirty years of comventional top-doen de
zign had nat; a food contral project tor
Wildear C reel wax designed, appraved
by very ErATTIMenl agency and inderes
ok iowiheed, ully fnded, s constria:-
Tion begun withan twa years.

The Cormensus Plan for Wikt Creel

kept the water within the same nar fow
nghialway boundaries (180 eet) designai-
el by the county's 1989 hare-bopes plan,
arad grenvided the same e af food protec:
tiof. but accomiplished these ubyectives by
Indlowing the princides of natural channe
geimelry pinoeered by Luis Lecpald ang
champioced by Ann Riley a meandering
lerar Frw chanme] with ripazian shrihs and
wrees to stabalize the hanks. and wide flood
plairs where hagh waters could spread vl
shir i, and depesit sedirment. The Silane
Lands Commassinn purchased a transi
ton zone between the creek and tidal
arsh 1o functian s both 4 wap for sedd
mens and & public park; the schock distmict
dunzted soore Gand alang the eghtol-way
taalloow for & mcee child-friend iy design
past Verde Setoal Bight upwntal i bap
preaed na nne woaikl have guessed that
Wildcal Cresk anuld hecome the first
demoastration popet e a new paradgm
i Ptk control, St soen lavpeaple like
Tares were Jalkang aboul hoengineenig
and watrrshed managerent.

bee lale 10805 aaw growing neighbar
T i drilerest in creck restoratug
and @ corresponding shift m per
apective Jor the hydralagises st the op of
thee Mt control tood chain. the middl=
i of buresucrats, engingers, and fiooed
contril maintenance workers lagged far
bl Do o large part to the rfforts of
Ann Rikey, who sctually wicie the legisls
tnn, the L'rian Stream Restoration Pro-
@rarn was begun m 1965 as a prigect of e
Prepartment of Warer Besources; il pro
vides| grants arsl iechnics| asssstance for
amall vummunity-based restoraticn pro-
[ectd statewicle. A1 the samm tae Lhe Ur
ban Creeks Counei] sprouted new affili-
ales and chagiters, becaming a starewsle
resoured [ eighborbood Sriends of par-
licular creslos, Berkebey sidewalks blos
sorned coborfiel sterciled creek names over
buried waterways when eco-artist Rich
ard Fegater aced the Bav Aorea Citizens G
wreek Restoracian began their mapping
project i 1988 —an acLivicy still carmed
on by Friends of Five Crecks and other
roeighiborfcad @ioaps, Cn Lhe national e
e, Cangress authorzed the Army Corps ul
EI!]{:IIH\Q‘H i fE stz enviranments dame-
aged by ivs o oo coairnl peojects wher
askesl by Jocal gaver mmens 1o 8o sno4p-
perentiy, the Ay Loepss didn £k quite
el 1o e af Hhos, o (| Lok fen wenrs b
dewchop policies o amperent the aw, and
Fay e et it agmeed ta orv an acrial
prusect: a redesign af a fish ladder that
bl ey worrbieth an Wildcal Crevk.
In chmond. by 1987, the cansensius
s leam waon found That handing s
Bhiepring tw e counly dudn’'t mean Fhat

comstruction woubd prkceed according o
the pian The Army Corpes engineers, the
county Maod contral district emplopees,
the heavy equipment cantractors, all were
being asked 1o de wark hat went Egairms
everything theyd learned. Soenetimses
they did what they koew instead— bl
duftng rparian vegetation, straightening
and {lattening, corsiructing 1 leves (hal
destroyrd & mards restaration oraject 1thal
e rauged e Coastal Cansermncy, which
leand paicd for the marsh enlancemeny, 1o

14 Lils memey beack) The design leam
o s mere comprehensive cham af
cammunicalion fee its designs, and kept
MECLing o gutarls e keep the angaing
Frriect en track, and geoeraliy became
Lhe crerk's wate hidog, Lillie Mae lones
says. " T hey claim that only the eapueris
can do somethany. and here we Mave kids
out there deing things 1doo’t thank they
Tk that

¥ Dovw there are bunddreds of kids out

Lhere isang the eoucational potertial

o thee el e rehugild the commsns
£y of Narth Richmand. In 1985, after listen
g 10t maiy scults ik aboot ways the
revek project could Benefit youth, Jooes
aml other community membery arga
nazed & series of maelings for yneng peo-
e Chut of hese rmestings came the Com
muniy teuth Cowncil for Leadership o
Ethacariom (CYULEY, now a uszzing hub af
dogeim of activities for midents age 4 o
24 There are jobs i water quality moni.
toriag, creel clearrup, ard bank stabiliza
fien Kids planted 3,000 redwacd trees
this spring. they've destymed and planted
natsve traibside landscaping and school
weigriathe garens. [n s program with Hay-
kipers, lernagers go our oo the hay and
Iearn hom 1o collect waler samples a in-
dustrial surfalls. “We're ising water quali
o MOnitering to catch polliders.® Jrnes

June 5, 190G exramss 13

Aays with redish
frowes, oo officially a serior citizen, sl
Prezides over CYCLE s programs. “We
knae the money that came wath the creek
propect will leave.” she e *amd we'rn us
g A dor eobacation so there Tl be & pescurce
et i the commmunity, These kids will be
o the experts. That's what =e re wor-
ing cm. ™ St [eings procelly o the team ead
TR Yaung mea and women who spend
Saturclays with groups of atrisk et thie-
teeiryear abds doing merything from creei
clean-up tu belp with schogbwick, ang to
o CYULE weberan whi is now 3 UE e
vironmental law student The Richmond
schaols, six of them within walking dis-
tance of Wikleat Creek. have tiren ust
a% ACTive i using the creek for hands-on
teaching in buokogy, chemistry, and ronkogy
All the East Bay s temaining creeks
have become tavorite clasgooems, thanks

SITHE Be mage 'R
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